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i4 8 Publications of the 

April 22, 1897, pp. 582-586, and to the illustrations given there. 
I venture, in this connection, to mention remarks printed in these 
Publications, Vol. Ill (1891), p. 249, Vol. VI (1894), p. 24, 
which relate to the problems discussed by Professor Wolf in 
the paper cited. E. S. H. 

Dedication of the Flower Observatory, University 
of Pennsylvania. 

On the afternoon of May 1 2th took place the exercises which 
marked the practical completion of the above-named observa- 
tory, though observations have been going on regularly there 
since last October. 

The ceremony of the dedication was not elaborate, but all 
present appear to have found it very enjoyable. 

A platform had been erected in front of the equatorial build- 
ing for the accommodation of the speakers. In front were 
seated about four hundred invited guests. 

Provost C. C. Harrison, of the University, in a short intro- 
ductory address, presented the speaker of the day, Professor 
Simon Newcomb. Provost Harrison gave a brief outline of 
the bequest of the founder, Reese Wall Flower. This con- 
sists of one hundred acres of valuable land adjoining the city of 
Philadelphia, and upon which the observatory now stands. It is 
not known how Mr. Flower came to make this bequest, as he 
had never showed any special interest in astronomy. 

Professor Newcomb gave a very interesting paper upon "The 
Problems of Astronomy," which was followed by short addresses 
of an informal nature by Dr. W. R. Warner, Mr. Brashear, 
Miss Proctor, Dr. Barker, and C. L. Doolittle. 

The exercises were followed by a very enjoyable reception at 
the residence of the Director. 

Record of Experiments with the Moving Floor of the 
75-foot Dome of the Lick Observatory. 

The following summary of experiments with the moving floor 
of the 75-foot dome may appropriately be recorded here. The 
original data are scattered in various places, and if brought 
together, they will be useful in subsequent comparisons. 

The idea of a moving floor was first suggested to the Lick 
Trustees by Sir Howard Grubb, F. R. S. The floor was to rise 



